Acidic fibroblast growth factor (aFGF)-like immunoreactivity in the optic nerve.
Acidic fibroblast growth factor (aFGF)-like immunoreactivity was examined in the optic nerves of 1- to 25-month-old Wistar rats, 0.5- to 7-year-old bovine animals and normal human adults (24 and 35 years old), using cryostat sections incubated with a rabbit polyclonal antibody specific for aFGF. The immunoreactivity was associated with glial cells, and was localized predominantly in the nucleus. The presence of endogenous aFGF in the optic nerve of adult subjects and 'old' rats suggests that aFGF could play a role in the survival of retinal ganglion cells and their axons during aging.